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YOU Bring Families Together!

Lillian married her high school sweetheart at 19 years old and 
immediately moved in with his family. They started a family a 
few years later, having three beautiful children. Lillian was a stay-
at-home mom, taking the kids to school and caring for her family. 
However, living with extended family took a toll on their marriage. 
When the marriage dissolved, she found herself without a job, home, or 
car. 

She moved in with her parents and shared custody with the children’s father. While looking for work, she 
was offered a job out of state. If she were to take it, it would mean being away from her children that she 
loved so dearly. However, she desperately needed a job. She worked out a plan with their father to share 
custody once she was settled. Unfortunately, he did not send the kids and chose to file for full custody 
instead. Lillian was devastated to lose her children and soon returned to California, giving up the source of 
income, to fight for her kids. 
Lillian moved back in with her parents and found work as a care giver in an assisted living facility. Living 
with her parents was not ideal. She learned about Pajaro Valley Shelter Services from her stepmother. “I 
really didn’t want to come,” she recalls, “but I found the courage to apply to PVSS and was accepted into the 
Family Emergency Shelter.”

Lillian shared, “I can get sad and depressed because I miss my kids, but the other ladies encourage me. 
I’m inspired by their stories. We all help each other.”

Since moving in, Lillian has participated in the ACE’s workshops and enrolled 
in Coordinated Economic Development (CED) classes. She is learning to be 

financially stable through the financial literacy classes offered in partnership 
with Santa Cruz Community Credit Union. She completed Medical Billing 
and Coding classes with Purdue University Global and is currently working 
towards her BA in Health Management. Lillian found the individual 
counseling with Mireya to be immensely helpful and looks forward to her 
son meeting with Mireya sometime soon.

“I have hope that, if I work hard, I’ll 
get my kids back. I’ll be self-sufficient.” 

Pajaro Valley Shelter Services
Providing Families with a Path to Stable, Self-Sufficient Futures
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Fall into Generosity, 
Collaboration, and Progress

This fall has been one of incredible community generosity, collaboration, and 
program progress. Last month we held our annual giving dinner, Shelter to Home, 
in-person at Bargetto Winery. This was our first live Shelter to Home event since 

2019. Many of you were there this year to share the joy and celebration of PVSS 
and our participants’ successes. You all helped make this event the most successful in 

PVSS history! We set an aggressive goal to raise $80,000. We raised a record $197,000! 

In the last few months, our newly launched Emotional Stability Program has gained a lot of traction. With 
a generous grant from the 1440 Foundation, we expanded the program to add one-on-one counseling and 
wellness activities for all PVSS participants. Now, anyone that seeks personalized counseling has access on- 
demand. Adults attending classes or workshops are provided with free childcare so they can attend stress 
free. We even provided a massage session for ten adults – which came as a delightful surprise to many. One 
woman remarked after her massage, “I thought this was only for movie stars”.

We also want to shout out our gratitude to our friends at Freedom Rotary for designating PVSS as the 
beneficiary of the recent and highly successful Uncork Corralitos event at Aladdin Nursery. Proceeds from 
the event paid for a children’s play structure at one of our transitional housing properties. K & D Landscaping 
generously donated time, materials, and bark to prepare the site. Over a dozen Freedom Rotarians then came 
to the site to erect the structure! Thanks so much K & D and my fellow Rotarians!

PVSS 
WISH LIST

New Amazon Wish List 
makes donating easy!PVSS received a substantial grant from the 1440 

Foundation allowing us to increase individual 
counseling for program participants. 

Thank you, 1440 Foundation, 
for bolstering our Emotional Stability program.
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PVSS Children Receive a New Playground!
Freedom Rotary
Freedom Rotary led an 
ambitious project to create 
a playground for children 
living in PVSS housing.

K&D Landscaping
K&D generously donated 
their time and expertise to 
prepare the courtyard for the 
new play equipment. Thank 
you!

Uncork Corralitos
Over 400 patrons enjoyed 
local wine and food in the 
beautiful gardens of Alladin 
Nursery - raising funds to 
purchase the playground.

The Build
Over a dozen Rotarians 
volunteered their time on 
a Saturday morning to 
assemble the playground.

Community Gathers at PVSS’ National Night Out!

Thank you to the Uncork Corralitos sponsors!
Freedom Rotary, Alladin Nursery, Jocob Young Financial Services, Miller Maxfield Inc, Kirk Schmidt, Lincoln Street 
Raciator Stroke Team, Bay Federal Credit Union, Graniterock, Rowland and Pat Rebele, Carello Engineers, Home 2 
by Hilton Watsonville, Integrity Lending, Tri-County Trophy, Harrison’s Color Corner Inc, Henderson & Company, 
TOTLcom, Corralitos Feed and Pet Supply Inc, Maura Matera CPA, Peter and Margaret Rude on behalf of Jacobs 
Engineering, Fran Nigro, Laurie Welty, Laura Bonn, and Jeannie Kegebein.

Your Gift 
Will Be Matched!

Give to Support 
Emotional Stability



Thank You Sponsors!

Shelter to Home Big Success!
It was an inspiring community gathering with a shared focus of supporting 
and sustaining PVSS programs. If you missed it, Mike Johnson shared our 
programmatic impact over the last few years, Carol Schmidt took us on a 
walk down memory lane, Monique Jaquez revealed her powerful journey 
filled with resilience and hope, and Rod Caborn kept us all focused on the 
Giving Moment. We raised an unprecedented $197,000 through sponsorships, 
one-time donations, monthly donations, and Circle of Giving commitments. These 
gifts offer women and children experiencing homelessness the opportunity to find hope and stability. Monique 
shared, “Because of your support, I have a safe place to start over for myself and my daughter.” Your 
gifts will help sustain safe housing and programs for Monique, Zacara and so many others. We are humbled 
by your generosity. 
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Yande Cervantes
CED Program Coordinator
Yande was born and raised in Santa Cruz County 
by imigrant parents and grandparents. She 
has dedicated her adult years to analyzing the 
community and its needs and prioritizing human 
equality and community fairness. 

“I love giving voice to and advocating for the most 
vulnerable in our community.”

Sandy Petznick
Retired HR Generalist
Sandy is a retired human resource professional with 
an extensive background in sales and marketing.  
She is very active in the Freedom Rotary and 
looks forward to helping establish new avenues 
of growth for PVSS. “I am enthusiastic about the 

opportunities PVSS provides for its participants as 
they transition from homelessness to a solid foundation 

that includes financial, emotional and housing stability.”

Annie Song
Chief Financial Officer

Santa Cruz Community Credit Union
Annie is Chief Financial Officer at Santa Cruz 
Community Credit Union. She is a strong believer 
in PVSS’ mission and looks forward to drawing 
on her extensive background in finance to provide 
insight and leadership at the board level.

Mireya Contreras
Emotional Stability Counselor

Mireya knows firsthand the struggle of 
homelessness and many years ago found stability 
within the program she now serves. She earned 
an AA from Cabrillo College in Counseling and 
Drug Addiction. Mireya understands that with 
help and discipline, circumstances can change for 
the better. She encourages PVSS participants, “Where 
you are now, is not your end.”

WELCOME New Directors & Staff
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Because of you...

Pajaro Valley Shelter Services 
115 Brennan Street 
Watsonville, CA 95076

We provide shelter and safety.
We transform lives.

We offer hope and home.

A year-end gift provides the opportunity for 
a mom to build the foundational skills needed to 

provide a stable home for her children.

GIVE TODAY TO BRING
EMOTIONAL, FINANCIAL, & HOUSING

STABILITY TO THOSE IN NEED!


