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Maria’s Story of Hope!
When she fled the central valley with her children, she left the dream
of owning her own home and business. Maria Sotelo left behind the
promise of a new home which she was in the process of buying and
a day care business which she had just been licensed to operate. She
left all of this to create a better future for her family, free of abuse
and violence. Maria arrived in Watsonville and moved in with a
family member. As with most rental agreements, overcrowding is
not allowed and she was asked to leave.

Addy Rodriguez and Maria Sotelo

The Healthy Start Program recommended PVSS. Maria immediately filled out an application and was put
on the wait list. Her smile brightens the room as she tells of receiving the call from Senior Case Manager,
Addy Rodriguez. “I was so happy to be given the chance to move into the Shelter!” She continued, “I had
so many problems when I arrived, my car had been burned and I was afraid that the children’s father had
found us. I couldn’t think clearly.” Maria needed a safe place to land while she collected her thoughts and
planned for her future. Once in our program, she worked hard. Maria explained, “Sometimes it was hard
to follow the rules, but I knew it was important and that my children would benefit. When spending
money, I learned to ask, do we need it or do we want it?”

Now, having successfully worked the program, Maria is moving into her own rental with her children.
Her face was full of joy as she shared about her accomplishments, which includes a substantial savings
account, “I’m not sure what to do with my savings, I may buy a car for my son to drive because he
takes his siblings to school while I work.” Looking toward her future, “I am confident that I

will take what I have learned and continue to succeed!” Her advice for others, “You can
change your situation if you really want to work hard and PVSS can help you.”
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Springing Forward with Hope!
Spring is here again and that means the Mother’s Day Run is coming soon! We are
so excited to announce that, after two years going virtual, the run will be live at
Pinto Lake County Park. To make our return even more special, this year’s race is
dedicated to the memory of our dear friend, Diane Porter Cooley. Check out our
website, register now and run to honor Diane.
Families
Thrive in Housing

Coordinated
Economic
Development

Hope and Home
Tenant Education
Program

The Three Pillars of Self-Sufficiency

ACEs & Family
Strengthening;
Health & Wellness

Over the last two years we
have been building our “Three Pillar” program model:
Emotional, Financial and Housing Stability. On
March 1st, 2022, we launched the Hope and Home
Tenant Education program to strengthen the third
pillar: Housing Stability. Hope and Home combines
classroom education and one-on-one support to build
skills and knowledge on Fair Housing law, choosing
appropriate housing, the application and leasing
process, credit checks, home safety and how to market
yourself effectively as a potential tenant – all with the
goal of thriving in permanent housing.
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The pandemic is almost behind us now. However, back in April/May of 2020 we were really struggling.
57% of our residents had lost their jobs and could not pay rent or meet basic needs. They faced tremendous
financial uncertainty. We reached out to our community and so many people stepped up to help. The
Community Foundation of Santa Cruz County was especially helpful in granting PVSS $40,000 in COVID
Emergency Assistance funding for rental assistance and basic needs. Because of this, ALL families kept their
housing and PVSS stayed strong and healthy! Thank you, CFSCC and all of you!

PVSS participants learn about emotional, financial, and housing stability during
the first class of Hope and Home.
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Go to: www.pvshelter.org

2022 Mother’s Day Run Dedicated to

Diane Porter Cooley

The Pajaro Valley Shelter Service (PVSS) Board of Directors and staff
wish to dedicate the 2022 Mother’s Day Run and Walk in memory of
beloved community leader, Diane Porter Cooley. PVSS was blessed by
Diane’s steadfast support for over three decades as she passionately gave,
mentored, and encouraged us all. Because of her deep and meaningful
contribution, foundations were built, and the cycle of homelessness
ended for thousands of children and their parents.
PVSS Co-founder, Sister Susan Olson, spoke recently of her relationship
with Diane. “She originally came to PVSS as a delegate from All Saints
Episcopal Church to make sure that their contribution was well spent,” shared Susan. “Thus began a thirty year
plus relationship with one of our strongest supporters. Diane brought her friends to visit and recommended
us for their generous contributions. She was all about making connections and bringing people together to
learn from one another, enjoy each other’s company, and to ‘do good.’ For many years, Diane invited the
Shelter residents out to pick apples in the fall.” Susan continued with a personal note, “I count Diane as a
personal friend, and it was clear from her memorial service that she had hundreds of ‘personal friends’ - It
was her gift and her legacy. I miss her.”
Diane and Donald Cooley

Diane Porter Cooley was a supporter of the Mother’s Day Run from its very beginning.
With this in mind, we invite you to walk/run or volunteer to honor her legacy this
Mother’s Day.

Mother’s Day Run Family Tradition

Colby, Nicole, Pierce, Kenzie
(2017)

Nicole Silva Culbertson was 8 years old living in Watsonville in 1984 during
the first annual Mother’s Day Run. Her father was a competitive runner, so she
would go to his road races and watch him run. Nicole wanted to run too, but her
father had said, “Yes when you get a little bit older. You’re too young yet for the
10K.” He told her she could run the kids’ one mile which started at the same time.
She started the race; however, Nicole was so excited she missed the turn off for
the kids’ race and “accidentally” ran the full 10K. Ironically, her dad, suffering a
tightened hamstring, couldn’t run and stopped to walk, and lo and behold Nicole
came running up. He hobbled and jogged into the finish line with her. That was
the beginning of Nicole’s running career. She started competing in road races,
cross-country and track meets from the tender age of 8 through high school and
college.

Nicole continues to run for fun, coach, and run with her kids who also run crosscountry and track. Knowing their mom’s story, they have all chosen to run their
first 10K with the Mother’s Day Run at 8 years old. Colby ran it in 2016 and
Kenzie ran it in 2017. Pierce, who was 6 years old in 2017, was supposed to run the
5K race, but didn’t want to be left behind and just continued with her mom and
older siblings for the whole 10K.

“The Mother’s Day Run holds a special place in our family’s hearts as
it not only supports an amazing program, but it also launched four
running careers in our family since 1984,” says Nicole.

Pierce, Colby, Kenzie (2017)

Cruzio Brings Internet to Familes!
In January of this year, Cruzio Internet partnered with us to bring internet connection to local families
transitioning out of homelessness. This community partnership project was funded by Equal Access Santa
Cruz County, an initiative to decrease the disparities in access to the internet in our region. Its goal is to
bridge the digital divide and bring true high-speed broadband to every family in the Santa Cruz community,
regardless of income level. Cruzio completed the infrastructure work for five locations, and in the beginning
of 2022, brought 17 PVSS families online. The impact was immediate and ongoing!
Yuriana, 8th and Jacqueline, 12th grade
(pictured left) complete homework online
- moving them closer to graduation, and
Sugey Carrizoza (right) completes her GED
program online - elevating her employment
possibilities.
Special thanks to Cruzio for providing PVSS
families with the tools needed to compete in a
digital world.

THANK YOU!
CAROLINE’S

THRIFT SHOP
Pajaro Valley Shelter Services was the
recipient of a generous $20,000 donation
from the local non-profit. Christy and her
team of dedicated volunteers are holding
fast to the mission of easing the fundraising
burden for other non-profits in our area.
We are so grateful for your support!

PVSS Board Wants You!
Are you concerned about family homelessness in our area? Do you want to be a leader in helping children and
their parents have safe, stable housing? Consider joining the PVSS Board and be part of the solution!
The Board of Directors at PVSS represents an engaged, passionate, diverse, fearless, and self-directed group of
cross-sector stakeholders. As a team we work to end homelessness for more than 200 children and their parents
in the Pajaro Valley each year. To apply now, go to www.pvshelter.org/board-service/ or call Mike Johnson,
Executive Director at (831) 728-5649 ext 102 for more information.
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Because of you...

Return Service Requested

We provide shelter and safety.
We transform lives.
We offer hope and home.

