
Prior to joining PVSS, Rachele, a Watsonville resident, found herself 
struggling to find affordable housing for her and her four children. 
With no place to go, Rachele and her children moved to a transitional 
housing program in Sacramento. After four months, the direction 
of their services changed, and her family became homeless again. 
“During that hard time in Sacramento, we got a call that we were eligible for 
low income housing in Santa Cruz County. So we pretty much picked up 
our things and moved back.”

A month after moving back to Santa Cruz County, she received a call 
stating that she was disqualified from low-income housing. Rachele 
explains, “It was hard; it was a low blow for us, but we were lucky to have 
a car to live in.” After the bad news, Rachele felt devastated, “I was 
being hard on myself. I worked 
hard, was sober and clean, but 
being homeless with my kids 
made me feel like a failure, 
much worse than when I was 
using drugs. I was trying so 

hard to be the best mom, but I couldn’t provide a stable home and safety for my 
kids, and it all seemed out of reach for us,” said Rachele. 
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Create a Lasting Legacy at PVSS!
Your gifts to PVSS have an exponential impact. When you give 
families a hand up in breaking the cycle of homelessness, you change the 
futures of generations to come. 

Have you considered creating your own legacy for future generations of 
PVSS families? Through your bequest, charitable gift annuity, or other 
planned gift, you can create opportunities far into the future. 

To learn more about how you can create opportunties for future 
generations, please call our Executive Director Kimberly Ferm 
at 831-728-5649. 

GIVE FOR THE
FUTURE TODAY!

115 Brennan Street, Watsonville, CA. 95076 · (831) 728-5649 · info@pvshelter.org · www.pvshelter.org

Mother Gains Confidence to Succeed

“...being homeless with my kids 
made me feel like a failure... I 

was trying so hard to be the best 
mom, but I couldn’t provide a 

stable home...”

Rachele Sharing Her Story at 
Our Appreciation Party 

Rachele and her four children are currently living in our 1-year Annex Program. Since coming to PVSS, she has 
found full-time employment at Janus of Santa Cruz, has gained confidence, found stability for her family, and is 
working towards saving money to purchase a home. “I know that as long as I continue to save money and follow the 
program’s guidelines, I will accomplish my goals. I just want my kids to be happy and healthy: just to be kids.”
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Ending Homelessness - One Family at a Time
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See Full Story on Facebook: pvshelter



Thank You, PVSS Supporters! 
Every day at PVSS, we celebrate you and are filled with gratitude for your 
partnership. We are inspired by your support and we are humbled by your 

commitment to empowering families affected by homelessness. 
PVSS client families, Board, staff, donors, and volunteers gathered on 

September 22nd and 29th to celebrate another year of positive transformations 
in the lives of PVSS families. We are grateful for our new volunteer David 

Traulsen who is conducting PVSS’ property inspections bi-weekly, and for his 
son Nicholas who donates his photography services to PVSS! 

Did You Know?

· A Transitional Housing family 

is fostering three children. The 

adults are empowered to grow 

their family business. They feel 

inspired to give back to the 

community. 

Currently, our highest saver in the 
Emergency Shelter has saved $7,878 
in 3 months. She works two jobs 
from Monday through Sunday.

Our highest-saving family in the 
Transitional Program last year saved 
$31,227. 

Our second highest-saving family in 
the Transitional Program last year 
saved $23,637.

· Children also thrive and gain 

independence at PVSS. In 

August 2017, the son of a single 

mother in our Transitional 

Housing found stable 

employment. 

· The daughter of a Transitional 

Housing family graduated 

from high school and is 

attending Cabrillo College. Her 

brother’s academic performance 

significantly improved since the 
family joined PVSS. 

 

All Families in Our Programs 
Save Towards Economic Stability 

Emergency Shelter Program: Transitional Housing Program:

Annex Program:

Currently, our highest-saving family 
in the Annex Program has saved 

$3,241.

Savings turn into rental deposits or down payments on a new 
home, preparing families for unexpected expenses.
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See Page 6 to learn about 
about our Challenge Grants!
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Together, we can build a brighter and more equitable 
future for all members in our community.

PVSS’ Inaugural Shelter to Home Dinner & Auction on November 2nd, 2017
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More than shelter, each one of our properties becomes home for our client families. 
This year, we celebrated the transition from shelter to home at our inaugural Shelter to 
Home Annual Fall Benefit Dinner and Silent Auction. More than 100 long-term and 
new friends gathered for PVSS. 

We thank Keynote Speaker, George Ow, Jr., for inspiring and encouraging everyone 
to give.

Thank you, sponsors: Ow Family Properties, Jalisco Restaurant, Kaiser Permanente, 
Graniterock, Granite Construction, and the Wulf Family. Thank you to all partners 
who donated silent auction items. Wine for the evening was donated by Scheid 
Vineyards, Wargin Wines, and Windy Oaks Estate. Thank you, Judy Sambrailo, for 
supporting the event coordination, and Michelle Hewett and Connie Agbayani for 
auction check-in and check-out support. 

Three client families shared their dedication to accomplish program goals to improve 
their lives. They impressed upon our guests the vital role WE all play in building a 
better, healthier, and more resilient community. 

“I see PVSS’ history of transforming people, not just giving them housing 
for the moment, as vital. It is amazing to me that PVSS owns 20 housing 
units. The planning, follow-through, community support, leadership and 

teamwork that it takes is rare and commendable.”

– George Ow, Jr., Real Estate Developer & Philanthropist



Perla was born in 
Washington State and grew 
up in Watsonville. She is 
studying Criminal Justice at 
Cabrillo College and plans 
to transfer to San Jose State. 
Perla is a Tae Kwon Do 
Instructor and volunteers her 
free time to coach and guide 
youth in the community 
who share the same passion as 
her. In 2016, she volunteered 
at the Community Action 
Board of Santa Cruz County, 
Inc., as an AmeriCorps with 

a focus on Financial Literacy. Before becoming a volunteer, 
she worked for EPI Data Center, Camp TLC Pet Resort, 
and Mobile Pet Grooming. 
We welcome Perla as PVSS’ Weekend Shelter Assistant! 

Jordan was raised in Santa 
Cruz Co. with family roots 
going far back throughout 
the Monterey Bay and the 
Pajaro Valley. He received 
his B.S. in Finance from 
Menlo College. He is 
a Broker Associate for 
Aldina Real Estate Inc. 
in Watsonville, and a 
Realtor for Collin Curtis 
Company in Dallas, Texas. 
His philosophy on life is 
simple: “Passion is the key 

to success.” He is also on the Board of Together in Pajaro, 
Azteca’s Youth Soccer Academy, and is the Special Events 
Chair for Pajaro Valley Association of Realtors.

PVSS Welcomes New Board Members and Staff

“I joined PVSS because after the tour and seeing the success 
rate with the program, I could align myself with the mission 

and proudly say that this program works and not just for 
single mothers, but for single fathers, and entire families.”
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“We live in a community where our people are in need 
of shelter. PVSS gives hope to these women to better 

themselves and provide a better future to their children. 
Being part of PVSS allows me to be 

part of this amazing journey.”

Beatriz arrived in 
Watsonville when she 
was eleven years old from 
a small town in Mexico. 
After she graduated from 
Watsonville High, she began 
working for the Watsonville 
Police Department. After 
11 years, she transferred 
to the City Clerk’s Office 
where she served in various 
roles until 2008, when 
she was appointed City 
Clerk. Beyond her B.S. in 

Business Management, she is a Master Municipal Clerk 
and a certified translator. Beatriz has three sons and seven 
grandkids, with whom she loves to travel.

Our mission is to assist homeless women, children, and families to obtain stable housing through temporary shelter and services.

“PVSS’ Board member, Blanca Johnston, inspired me to 
learn more about how PVSS empowers women and children. 

During my tour, I recalled that PVSS purchased the Kearney/
Rodriguez properties from the City 10 years ago. 

They are in such great shape!”

Jordan Thorpe,
Board Member

Beatriz Flores,
Board Member

“Born and raised in Romania, 
a developing country in 
transition from communism, 
I learned that giving allows 
us to experience a deep 
connection with others even 
in the face of adversity. The 
possibility of lifting our 
family’s circumstances and my 
future opportunities inspired 
my parents to begin a life in 
the U.S. I have since cultivated 
and pursued my purpose: to 
make my community better, 

healthier, and more inclusive. I am honored to join the PVSS 
family in empowering families experiencing homelessness. 

Prior to making CA my home with my fiancé and sweet pup 
this past June, I completed my B.A. at Macalester College in 
MN, my M.A. at Sciences Po in Paris, France, and worked in 
fund development consulting in NY. 

Giving in impact-oriented, energizing, and rewarding ways 
fills the gap in all of us and positions us on the pathway to a 
loving, kinder, and compassionate world. I am grateful for the 
opportunity to give of myself to the mission, vision, and work of 
PVSS.”

Oana Alexan,
Development Director

Perla Villegas,
Weekend Shelter Assistant



“I felt like a bird in a cage.” Enedina and Felipe, both farm 
workers, struggled to find a safe and healthy environment 
for their 12-year old son fighting leukemia and their 
three younger children. Before coming to PVSS, they 
rented a small room where the landlords restricted access 
to other areas in the house. The house was old and poorly 

maintained. 

This affected their son who was undergoing treatment. They felt stressed 
and depressed, because they did not have a space to cook, eat, or an area 
were their children could play. “If our landlords were eating in the kitchen, we 
sat on the floor to eat; We didn’t have a table.” 

Today, they are in our Transitional Housing Program and their son is now in remission. Because of you, PVSS 
provides a safe and healthy environment. “We have more space to be a family. Our son has his own room, can rest, he’s 
comfortable, and we all have a clean space.” Enedina and Felipe both enjoy eating at the kitchen table without being in a 
hurry and are able to focus on their goals and dreams. Their dream is to teach their children to be good, independent, 
and stable people, so that they never go hungry or homeless. 

“If our landlords were 
eating in the kitchen, 

we sat on the floor to eat;
we didn’t have a table.” 

Family Finds Their 
Wings At PVSS

Contact us at 831.728.5649 

or info@pvshelter.org to 

schedule a 45-minute tour.
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Pajaro Valley Shelter Services 
115 Brennan Street 
Watsonville, CA 95076

34th Mother’s Day 
Run / Walk 
for Shelter

Save the Date!
Sunday, May 13th, 2018

Register Now
for Early Bird Rates!

www.pvshelter.org

“It’s not just a shelter; PVSS helped me become what I have always wanted to be: a good mom to my kids.” 
-Rachele [from Front Page]

Big Idea: Empowerment 
Financial Education

Funds from Santa Cruz Gives! will support 
our financial consultation and workshops, 
which enable client families to save up to 
90% of their income. Donate online at 

www.santacruzgives.org.

Big Idea: Building Bridges
We will build bridges between 5 homeless 
families in North Monterey Co. and PVSS 
programs through outreach to faith-based 

organizations, service providers, and 
companies. Donate online at 

www.montereycountygives.com.
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