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RESIDENT UPDATE ς Lauro Melendrez 

A great joy is when resident families who work so hard to be-
come self-sufficient again, succeed.  Such is the case recently 
of Lauro Melendrez (see our Fall 2009 newsletter).  Lauro lost 
his wife in a tragic and sudden way which ultimately led him 
and his two young children into homelessness.  They came to 
PVSS for help in 2009.  Now, a year later, he has a steady job 
working for New Natives Organics, and was able to save up 
$5,000. With the assistance of a real estate agent who helped 
him in negotiating a price, and with the help of extended fam-
ily members contributing $500 here, $1,000 there, Lauro was 
able to purchase a mobile home less than two months ago.   
άL ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊΦ  {ǳǎŀƴ όhƭǎƻƴύ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ 
Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ L ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƘƻƳŜΦέ  
¢ƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ƛǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜΦ  ά9ǾŜǊȅ 
week my paycheck buys something more: the paint, the car-
ǇŜǘΧέ  IŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ Ǉŀƛƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀΣ  άL 
painted it this color because it reminds me of the Shelter.  The 
{ƘŜƭǘŜǊ ǎŀǾŜŘ ƳŜΦέ ²Ŝ ŎƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘŜ [ŀǳǊƻ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǿ ƘƻƳŜΦ 

Lauro with his children Ruby and Oscar 
In front of their new home. 

DONOR HIGHLIGHT ς Jeffrey Jones 

Jeffrey Jones is an easy going Watsonville resident with a warm sense of 
humor.  He is also a caring person, who started giving to PV Shelter in 
нллнΦ  ά²Ŝƭƭ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜΣ YŜǊǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ L Ǝƻǘ ŀ t± {ƘŜƭǘŜǊ ŦƭȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
ƴŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ t± ǎǘŀŦŦΦ  ²Ŝ ǎŀǿ !ƴƴŜǘǘŜΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΣ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿŜ ƪƴŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  ²Ŝ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƛƪŜ ƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΣ ƛŦ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŀ 
ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ƎƻƻŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΦέ ²Ŝ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ {ƘŜƭǘŜǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ  
²Ŝ ƭƛƪŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ Řƻ ŀ .ŀƴŘ-Aid approach but give 
homeless families the ability to put their lives back together.  They help 
ƪŜŜǇ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƎƻƛƴƎΦέ  YŜǊǊȅ ŀƴŘ WŜŦŦ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƛǾŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ [ŜǾƛ моΣ YŀǘŜƭƛƴƴ мпΣ 
Cody 17, Casey 19 and Tricia 25.  They also have numerous pets including 
their dog, Stumpy and their cat Larry.  In early 2009 Jeff asked PV Shelter 
to send him donation envelopes and thus he started giving a significant 
contribution every month.  Sometimes Larry The Cat and Stumpy the  
matron dog of the house are honored with the donation. 

²ƘŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǿƘȅ ƘŜ ǿŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŘƻƴƻǊ ǘƻ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ŘƻƴƻǊ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άt± {ƘŜƭǘŜǊ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ 
the beginning and helps educate them and give them the skills they need to succeed.  They hold them accountable 
ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜƳ ǘŀƪŜ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ǿƻǊƪΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
ŘŀȅǎΦ YŜǊǊȅ ŀƴŘ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƻǳǊ ƳƻǳǘƘ ƛǎΦέ  !ƴŘ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻΦ 

Larry The Cat and Jeff take a nap. 
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Hello and Good -bye  

Suzie Yost, recently retired from Granite Construction, Inc., 

served on the Board for seven years, helping to coordinate the 

aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ wǳƴ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƻ 

the Finance Committee. 

John Fry, a principal in CDM Real    Estate, 
served on the PVSS Board and on the Fi-
nance Committee for 3 years, lending his 
property management and fiscal manage-
ment skills.  A great accomplishment re-
cently was the development of a long 
range maintenance schedule for the  
{ƘŜƭǘŜǊΩǎ нм ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎΦ 

Juana Uribe, Office Administrator for St. Francis Church, served  a year 
on the board bringing her wonderful humor, understanding of the 
community and new connections.  She leaves the board to spend 
more time with her family. 

PVSS says thank you and good-bye to three of our Board members:   

Artemisa P. Cortez, former principal of Edward A. Hall Middle 
School, recently accepted the position of Principal at Renaissance 
High School.  A recent accomplishment was the Historical Land-
mark Blue Plaque for EAHMS.  She is looking forward to building 
strong school/community relations.     

In August PVSS also will be saying good-bye to 
AmeriCorps Volunteer Jackie Flores (left) who has 
been a great asset to the office, fearless about taking 
on any new tasks, and always with intelligence and 
humor.  And we welcome Josephine Flores (right), 
WŀŎƪƛŜΩǎ ƳƻƳ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛ/ƻǊǇǎ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊΣ 
who will be case managing families in the Emergency 
Shelter. 
 

PVSS acknowledges the recent passing of three friends and supporters of the Shelter 

Services: Emily Maloney, Abby Sobrato and Duane Crawford.  Wonderful and giving 

community minded people, they will be greatly missed.  

PVSS welcomes a new Board member: 
 



Funding News           Now you can donate online at www.pvshelter.org 

Pajaro Valley High School cheer team (above left) and Watsonville 
High School cheer team (above right) were a great part of the 
нсǘƘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ wǳƴ ŦƻǊ {ƘŜƭǘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΗ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǊŀƴΣ 
they cheered, and they were inspiring and awesome!   

26th Motherõs Day Run a Big Winner! 

²Ŝ ǘƘŀƴƪ ƻǳǊ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ wǳƴ ŜǾŜǊΥ  
Granite Construction Company, Graniterock, Plantronics, Borina Foundation, Peter and Betty Michelozzi, William and Patricia Bar-

ton, Fleet Feet of Aptos, Bay Federal Credit Union, Best Western Seacliff Inn, Rocky and Judy Franich, Santa Cruz Community Credit 

Union, John and Megan Martinelli, C & N Tractors, Rowland Rebele, Flamenco Romantico, Scurich Insurance, McDonalds of Wat-

ǎƻƴǾƛƭƭŜΣ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ /ƛǘȅΣ ²ŀǘǎƻƴǾƛƭƭŜ /ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊǎΣ .ŜǊǘ ŀƴŘ /ŀǊƻƭȅƴ tƻǎǘΣ {ǳǎŀƴ hƭǎƻƴΣ .ǊŀƴŎƛŦƻǊǘŜ !ǳǘƻ wŜǇŀƛǊΣ wƻȅŀƭ hŀƪs 

Farms, Haro Kasunich & Associates, Peter and Jane Barr, Ron and Gingi Kinninger, Dr. James Smith, Rotary of Watsonville, Thomas 

P. House Attorney At Law, Soroptimist International of Watsonville, Suzy Hunt, Maria Felix, Burgstrom/Kramer, Inc.,  Jim Booth 

Swim School, Dr. Steven Smith, McSherry & Hudson, Generations Health Care for Women, Inc., Diane Cooley, Ginny Solari Mazry, 

Stanley and Judith Doering Nielsen, Richard Jackson and Elsa Con, Robert R. Eaton Trucking company, Marino Cold Storage, JoAnne 

and John Howell, Monument Lumber, Maura Matera CPA, William and Terry Locke-Paddon, S. Martinelli Company, Lakeside     

Organic Gardens, Kirk and Carol Schmidt, St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, Dr. Dennis Eguchi, Ann and Dobie Jenkins,   Sr. Nancy 

aŎ/ŀǊǊƻƴΣ .ǊƛŘƎŜǘ 5ǳƳŀǎΣ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ tŀƧŀǊƻǎŀΣ ²ƘƻƭŜ CƻƻŘǎ ƻŦ /ŀǇƛǘƻƭŀΣ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ tǊƛƴǘŜǊǎΣ 5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭΩǎΣ ²ŀǘǎƻƴǾƛƭƭŜ /ƻŀǎǘ tǊƻŘǳŎe, 

and Five Star Farms. 

Several schools participated in the event, with a particularly 
great showing from staff and students at Radcliffe Elementary.  
Andrea Martinez and Ebelin Mata (pictured right receiving 
awards from Principal Artemisa Cortez), two students from E. A. 
Hall raised $130 and $133 respectively and won iPods for their 
efforts.  The Run, held on May 9th, at Ramsay Park, had 498 
registered participants, 60 sponsors and raised over $60,000.  It 
ǿŀǎ ŀ ōŀƴƴŜǊ ȅŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ wǳƴΗ 

 

26 Sudden Street gets a new roof!  Thanks to a grant 

from the Nicholson Family Foundation! 



A Little Help From Our Friendsé    For current donation needs, go to www.pvshelter .org 

115 Brennan Street 
Watsonville, CA 95076 
www.pvshelter.org 
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Mission  

To assist homeless women, children and families obtain stable housing through temporary shelter and services. 

Vision  

Pajaro Valley Shelter Services aspires to be a model program that helps women, children, and families end the causes and cycles of homelessness 
- one family at a time.  By lifting their dignity, identifying their barriers, and helping to set their goals, homeless families will develop the skills and 

attitudes necessary to move on to stable housing and improved personal and economic self-sufficiency. 
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Motherõs Day Run A Winner! 
New Roof 
Welcome New Board Members 
4-H Club Helps Shelter Women 

 

Return Service Requested 

t±{{ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ ȅƻǳ ŀ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǎǳƳƳŜǊǘƛƳŜΦ  !ƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾƛƴΩ ōŜ Ŝŀǎȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭΦ 

Aromas 4-H Club members Katie and Lauren 

.Ŝƭƭƻƴ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƛŘŜŀΥ aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ ƎƛŦǘ 

baskets for all the moms in the Emergency 

Shelter.  So for their Community Service  

Project they assembled donations of beauty 

products, lotions, soaps and other goodies 

and created beautiful baskets!   
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