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      Vicky Medrano and her seven year-old daughter 

Gabriela and fifteen year-old son Jose came to the shelter, 

homeless, in 1989.  They lived for a while in the emergency 

shelter and then moved into the first transitional house at 

26 Sudden Street.  This was the beginning of the rest of her 

life and as she says now, ñ Itôs all good, everything!ò 

      At the time she could do two things well:  cut hair and 

sew.  The staff at the Shelter Services encouraged her to 

begin seeing clients there at 26 Sudden Street.  To help 

make ends meet, Jose started cleaning offices when he 

turned 16.  Vickyôs hair business never had enough clients 

to grow, but the sewing did. She also started care giving for 

seniors. 

      At the end of 1990, Vicky and her family moved into 

stable housing.  She went on to do care giving for sixteen 

years through the Countyôs Human Resources Program.  

And she sewed and sewed on the side. 

       Jose went on to clean offices at UCSC, then moved into the auto maintenance department, making 

sure the cars were cleaned and gassed up.  Eventually he was given the chance to learn car mechanics 

and learn he did!  Today at thirty-seven he is the UCSC Fleet Services Garage Manager. Gabi went on to 

work at the Santa Cruz Payless Store as manager for 18 years.                                    

Vicky Reaps What She Sews!  

A Harvest Story for All Seasons  

sewing classes on Tuesdays and  Thursdays.  ñWeôve had all kinds of people 

coming to the shop, from the Chief of Police, to the Mayor to the little old man 

who sells flowers.ò  When asked about her experience at Pajaro Valley 

Shelter Services she says, ñThey  

helped me to think and dream about 

having my own business and to use 

something I knew how to do...sewing.   

And here I am.ò 

ñWhen your heart is in your dreams, no request is too extreme.ò   Jiminy Cricket  

      Vicky kept sewing for people and eventually took business classes.  A friend in L.A. told her about a 

used industrial sewing machine for sale. Vicky bought it for $50.  Then four years ago she opened up her 

sewing shop, Vickyôs Alterations, in downtown Watsonville.  She now employs three people and teaches  
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Learning Center Dedicated  

Celeste Equihua  

     The Celeste Equihua Learning Center was dedicated on September 30th, in 
honor of one of the young woman who tutored Shelter and Transitional Housing 
Program children for over two years before her untimely death at age twenty in an 
auto accident.  Family members and friends of Celesteôs came from as far away as 
San Diego and Fresno to attend the dedication.   
     The dedicated space was originally remodeled several years ago with funding 
from Driscollôs.  To create the Learning Center, funding support from the Sisters of 
Notre Dame de Namur Sister St. Joseph Fund was used to paint the space and 
purchase the sign, translation equipment, computer desks and bookshelves.  The 
Equihua family donated a computer and monitor and other supplies for the Learning 
Center.  The Santa Cruz County Office of Education has pledged support to fund 
two tutors and an instructional aide. 

     The sun shown beautifully 
on the annual Donor and Family 
Partnership BBQ held at the 
Corralitos Womenôs Club on 
October 8th.  Over 100 people 
attended.  In addition to great 
food and wine, there was 
musical entertainment, face 
painting and even a magician!   
     The three families who were 
recognized for their success in 
leaving homelessness and 
becoming stable again were 
Lanora and Jorge Navarro, 
Jaime and Blanca Mendoza 
and Maria Cassini.  The three 
donors who were recognized for 
their long term support to 
ending homelessness were  
and Bethel Tabernacle Church.   
immediate  past  President   Kirt  

DONOR - FAMILY BBQ MADE EVERYONE SMILE  

  Rudy and Mary Bergthold, Louis and Nadine Branciforte, 
Outgoing board members Carol Schmidt,  Tina Lau  and   
  Vojvoda were also honored. 



Funding News             Now you can donate online at www.pvshelter.org 

YOU CAN MAKE A BIG 

DIFFERENCE FOR  

PV SHELTER THIS FALL!  

  BIRDIES FOR CHARITY:  Better than any 

bank investment!  Make your end-of-year gift 
go even further with an added 15% funding 
match to PVSS!   This is a wonderful fund raising 

opportunity provided by the Monterey Peninsula 
Foundation in association with the AT&T Pebble Beach 
National Pro Am Golf Tournament held every February.   
Beginning  on November 1, 2011, donors may make 
their donations through this event and PVSS receives 
both the donation AND a 15% match from the 
Foundation!  If you are interested in making your 
donation count even more, please indicate on the form 
to the right and send to PVSS in the enclosed envelope.    
 
1.    100% of your donation plus 15% more will go 
directly to PV Shelter Services.  Your donation is 100% 
tax deductible as allowed by law. 
 
2.    All of your information will be kept strictly 
confidential and will NOT be used in anyway by the 
Monterey Peninsula Foundation except to fulfill this 
fundraising event.  
 

3.    Fill out the form to the right and make checks 
payable to Monterey Peninsula Foundation dated 

November 1, 2011 or later and return to PV Shelter 
in the enclosed envelope. 
 
4.    Guess the Birdies:  each donor has an opportunity 
to guess the number of birdies that will be scored 
during the tournament.  The person who guesses 
correctly will win the Grand Prize of two United Airline 
tickets (up to $500 each) and one night stay at The Inn 
at Spanish Bay, Pebble Beach, and golf for two at The 
Links at Spanish Bay.  Hint: the total birdies scored at 
the AT&T Pebble Beach Pro Am: 
  Year    Birdies   Year   Birdies 
         2011    1,798     2009    1,755 
         2010    1,865     2008    1,852 
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Mission  

To assist homeless women, children and families obtain stable housing through temporary shelter and services. 

Vision  

Pajaro Valley Shelter Services aspires to be a model program that helps women, children, and families end the causes and cycles of 
homelessness - one family at a time.  By lifting their dignity, identifying their barriers, and helping to set their goals, homeless families will develop 

In this issue: 
Birdies for Charity - Make your donation 

s-t-r-e-t-c-h! 
She Altered Her Life Through Alterations 
Learning Center Dedicated 

Return Service Requested 

òThanksgiving, after all, is a word of action.ó  ~ W.J. Cameron  

PV SHELTER  
Pajaro Valley Shelter Services  
Ending homelessnessðone family at a time 

donations of $25 gift cards from local grocery stores.  These will be distributed among all 
the families in our programs so that they can shop for their Thanksgiving dinners.   
     The gift cards can be delivered or mailed to: Pajaro Valley Shelter Services,  
115 Brennan Street, Watsonville, CA 95076.  We will make sure all our families have a 
bountiful Thanksgiving with your help. 

     Thank you!! And Happy Thanksgiving to all!  

HOLIDAY HELP NEEDED!  
       We are getting into full swing for the upcoming holidays here at the Shelter Services!  It all begins with 

Halloween and El Día de los Muertos.   Fun for the children who will dress up, ñtrick or treatò, and for families 

who participate in traditional ñDay of the Deadò remembrances and rituals.  Then come Thanksgiving and 
�&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V�«����Families in our programs have already been matched with donors for Christmas tidings and 
gifts, but we need help with Thanksgiving!   
     In addition to needing your financial support at year-end to continue our daily operations, we are asking for  

�+�R�Z���D�U�H���Z�H���G�R�L�Q�¶�"����Here are the stats for FY 2010 -11 

  Emergency Shelter: 
  -  61 families were served  
  -  55% of the families who  
  moved out found stable  
  housing  

  Transitional Housing Program:  
  - 23 families were served;  
  -  83% of the families who  
  moved out found stable  
  housing;  
  -  Families saved $59,405.56  

http://www.pvshelter

